
With your help the Okanagan Rail Trail will 
soon become reality, transforming a discon-
tinued CN rail line into a 48.5-kilometre trail 
connecting communities from Coldstream 
to Kelowna. Local governments, with assis-
tance from the province, acquired the scenic 
corridor in 2015, providing the opportunity 
to create a sustainable recreational and trans-
portation legacy. Now it’s our turn (individu-
als, organizations and businesses) to raise the 
money to complete development.

Since fundraising began last May, over 
3,300 donors have stepped forward. Contri-
butions have come with inspirational stories: 
from a 95-year-old donating 95 metres to an 
8-year-old selling lemonade to fund her me-
tre of trail. Many service clubs, organizations 
and businesses have also provided donations 
and other support.

With $2.6 million raised so far, trail de-
velopment is now under way, including en-
gineering, environmental and geotechnical 
work, and access control. � is work will pre-
pare for the � nal stage of laying a 4.6-metre 
wide compact, crushed aggregate trail sur-
face suitable for walking, cycling, strollers 
and wheelchairs. Local governments plan to 
complete trail sections in each community 
this year.

� is is fabulous progress. With successful 

grant applications and continued commu-
nity generosity, we can complete fundraising 
in 2017. � e � nal stages of trail development, 
including intersection control and trail bed 
construction could then conclude in 2018. 
Together, we can make this happen.

To share in the legacy you can make a per-
sonal donation.  Every $160 equals one me-
tre of trail. Or get involved on a larger scale. 
Help build the trail by sharing the rail trail 
spirit and fundraising within your network 
of friends and associates.

 Donate online at the website below or by 
cheque to either of these community founda-
tions. Tax receipts are provided for donations 
over $25. www.okanaganrailtrail.ca
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Work under way; 
help fund completion
Okanagan Rail Trail

Upper photo: Route of the future Okanagan Rail Trail. Lower photo: Tuesday Trekkers, a Vernon hiking group, 
responding to a donation challenge by Ribbons of Green Society. 

Community Foundation of North Okanagan
#304-3402 27th Ave, Vernon, BC V1V 1S1
Phone: 250.542.8677

Central Okanagan Foundation
#225-1889 Springfi eld Road, 
Kelowna, BC V1Y 5V5
Phone: 250.861.6160
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With $2.6 million 
raised so far, trail 
development is now 
under way. … Local 
governments plan to 
complete sections 
in each community 
this year. …Let’s work 
together to complete
fundraising in 2017.”


